God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible
Part One: The Patriarchal Age

Lesson Two: Cain, Abel, and Enoch
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 Genesis 4:1-15; 5:1-5; 5:18-24; Hebrews 11:4-6; 1 John 3:10-15; Jude 14-15
A

fter Adam and Eve were cast out of the garden God blessed them with two sons: Cain and Abel (Gen. 4:1-2). While in the garden, there had been only one law which governed man’s behavior. Outside of the garden God Himself told Adam (and later others) His will for them. This period, before any written law was revealed is known as the Patriarchal Age, because God spoke to the fathers (or Patriarchs) during this time.

Part of God’s spoken revelation during this period involved how He wanted to be worshiped. It has never been left up to man to choose for himself how to worship God. During this time God commanded certain kinds of animals to be sacrificed to Him. Such sacrifices would point the way to the coming of Jesus’ sacrifice as the “Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).  We know that God instructed 

this because in the New Testament the Hebrew writer says that Abel, who offered of the first fruits of his flocks (Gen. 4:4), offered a sacrifice “by faith” showing that he was “righteous” (Heb. 11:4). Paul told the Romans that “faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God” (Rom. 10:17). Abel followed what God had commanded, by faith did what was right, and the Lord was pleased with his offering.   

Unfortunately, whenever man is told what is right, he often chooses to do just the opposite. Adam’s son Cain, followed his parent’s example of rebellion against God. He made an offering of the first fruits of his fields (Gen. 4:3-5). This was not what God commanded and He was not pleased with this offering. Cain should have repented and done what God commanded (Gen. 4:6-7). Instead, he became jealous of his brother and killed him (Gen. 4:8). This was the first murder ever committed. Because of Cain’s sin, God sent him away from his family and he was shunned because he disobeyed God (Gen. 4:9-15).

Adam and Eve, had other children (Gen. 4:25) and from their family people multiplied and spread out over the face of the whole earth (Gen. 5). During that time God allowed people to live much longer than they do now. Adam lived to be 930 years old! (Gen. 5:5). One man during this period named Enoch never died. The Bible tells us that Enoch “walked with God” (Gen. 5:24a). To walk with God, meant that he obeyed God faithfully. The Bible says the same thing of Noah, who was “a just man perfect in his generations” (Gen. 6:9). When Israel disobeyed God, Hosea said, “Judah still walks with God” (Hos. 11:12). Because of Enoch’s faithfulness the Bible says he, “was taken away so that he did not see death” (Heb. 11:5a). God took him to be with Him without death. Enoch “pleased God” (Heb. 11:5b). God revealed to this faithful patriarch details about the time in the future when God will judge all people (Jude 14-15). How important it is that we too “walk with God.”  
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	Week
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	2
	Genesis 28-31
	Genesis 32-35
	Genesis 36-39
	Genesis 40-43
	Genesis 44-47
	Genesis 48-50
	Exodus 1-4


Study Questions
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1.  What was the one law which governed human behavior in the garden? (Genesis  


2.  What were the names of Adam and Eve’s first sons?                 1) 
 2)

What was the occupation of each of them?                              1) 


2) 


3.  What is the period called before there was any written revelation of God’s law? 

4.  What is a Patriarch?  

5.  Fill in the blanks from Hebrews 11:4: “By ________Abel _________ to God a more     ___________ sacrifice than _______, through which he _________ _________ that he was _________ , God testifying of his __________; and through it he _______ _______ still speaks” (NKJV). 
6.  Explain how Hebrews 11:4 and Romans 10:17 show that God had given commandments regarding sacrifice. 


7.  
Has God ever left it up to man to determine how to worship Him? 

Today can we worship God however we might desire?


8.  How do Genesis 6:9 and Hosea 11:12 help us define the phrase “walk with God?” 


Can people today “walk with God?” If so, how? 


9. What did Enoch prophesy about? 

Key Passage: “Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also, saying, ‘Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints, to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.’”

 (Jude 14-15, NKJV).
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